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Conservation Objectives and definitions of Favourab le Condition: notes for users

Conservation Objectives

SSSis are notified because of specific biological or geological features. Conservation Objectives
define the desired state for each site in terms of the features for which they have been designated.
When these features are being managed in a way which maintains their nature conservation value,
then they are said to be in ‘favourable condition’. It is a Government target that 95% of the total area
of SSSis should be in favourable or unfavourable recovering condition by 2010.

Definitions of Favourable Condition

The Conservation Objectives are accompanied by one or more habitat extent and quality definitions
for the special interest features at this site. These are subject to periodic reassessment and may be
updated to reflect new information or knowledge; they will be used by Natural England and other
relevant authorities to determine if a site is in favourable condition. The standards for favourable
condition have been developed and are applied throughout the UK.

Use under the Habitats Regulations

The Conservation Objectives and definitions of favourable condition for features on the SSSI may
inform the scope and nature of any ‘appropriate assessment’ under the Habitats Regulations. An
appropriate assessment will also require consideration of issues specific to the individual plan or
project. The habitat quality definitions do not by themselves provide a comprehensive basis on which
to assess plans and projects as required under Regulations 20 - 21, 24, 48 - 50 and 54 - 85. The
scope and content of an appropriate assessment will depend upon the location, size and significance
of the proposed project. Natural England will advise on a case by case basis.

Following an appropriate assessment, competent authorities are required to ascertain the effect on
the integrity of the site. The integrity of the site is defined in paragraph 20 of ODPM Circular 06/2005
(DEFRA Circular 01/2005) as the coherence of its ecological structure and function, across its whole
area, that enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of the
species for which it was classified. The determination of favourable condition is separate from the
judgement of effect upon integrity. For example, there may be a time-lag between a plan or project
being initiated and a consequent adverse effect upon integrity becoming manifest in the condition
assessment. In such cases, a plan or project may have an adverse effect upon integrity even though
the site remains in favourable condition.

The formal Conservation Objectives for European Sites under the Habitats Regulations are in
accordance with paragraph 17 of ODPM Circular 06/2005 (DEFRA Circular 01/2005), the reasons for
which the European Site was classified or designated. The entry on the Register of European Sites
gives the reasons for which a European Site was classified or designated.

Explanatory text for Tables 2 and 3

Tables 2, 2a and 3 set out the measures of condition which we will use to provide evidence to support
our assessment of whether features are in favourable condition. They are derived from a set of
generic guidance on favourable condition prepared by Natural England specialists, and have been
tailored by local staff to reflect the particular characteristics and site-specific circumstances of
individual sites. Quality Assurance has ensured that such site-specific tailoring remains within a
nationally consistent set of standards. The tables include an audit trail to provide a summary of the
reasoning behind any site-specific targets etc. In some cases the requirements of features or
designations may conflict; the detailed basis for any reconciliation of conflicts on this site may be
recorded elsewhere.
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Conservation Objectives

The Conservation Objectives for this site are, subject to natural change, to maintain the following
habitats and geological features in favourable condition (*), with particular reference to any dependent
component special interest features (habitats, vegetation types, species, species assemblages etc.)
for which the land is designated (SSSI, cSAC, SPA, Ramsar) as individually listed in Table 1.

Habitat Types represented (Biodiversity Action Plan categories)
Coastal Saltmarsh
Saline Lagoon
Vegetated shingle
Littoral sediment
Sub-littoral sands and gravels
Sabellaria reefs

Geological features (Geological Site Types)
Not Applicable

(*) or restored to favourable condition if features are judged to be unfavourable.
Standards for favourable condition are defined with particular reference to the specific designated

features listed in Table 1, and are based on a selected set of attributes for features which most
economically define favourable condition as set out in Table 2 and Table 3:
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